
To St. Mary's Parishioners - Group Email/Cell Message #7 – May 8, 2020 

Please make this message known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your daily 
conversations.  Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access.  You may 
wish to print the attachment for relatives and friends that do not have email access. 

Dear Parishioners,  

Greetings to all of you!  I believe that many of you already know that since last Wednesday we have a new 
bishop. His Excellency Guy Desrochers, a priest belonging to the religious order of Redemptorist Fathers 
becomes our new shepherd.  Please remember him in your prayers.  

“Churches are not closed – buildings are.  You are the church. You remain open”…. This is the sign they put in 
front of St. John the Evangelist church in Edmonton. 

God bless you all the MOMS - on the occasion of your annual feast day.  

Please call your mom and/or offer prayers for her on Sunday. 

Canada Health Day – May 12.  This day reminds us that health and healing are essential aspects of our 
baptismal vocation.  We are called to take responsibility for our personal health…. to prevent illness and to seek 
a healthy lifestyle. Good health includes the physical, emotional, social and spiritual health of our communities, 
respect for God’s creatures and nurturing of the whole earth.  Please pray for those in the front line of the battle 
against COVID-19. 

The link to pastoral letter of Pope Francis to all the faithful for the month of May is below.  Enjoy it. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200425_lettera-
mesedimaggio.html 

Parishioners, liturgically we are in Fifth Sunday of Easter.  And today’s Gospel is the beginning of what is called 
Jesus “farewell discourse” in John’s Gospel.  Jesus bids farewell to his disciples who are frightened by the 
prospect of loneliness and loss of leadership.  Calming their anxiety he tells them not to be troubled by his 
absence because He has gone off to prepare a home for them at his Father’s house.  With the words of 
consolation and instruction he offers them a proper remedy for all their troubles.  They are to have faith in God 
and confidence in Him.  Jesus describes himself as leading the way to God, the Father, and paint a picture of 
heaven as a spacious place with the room for everybody.  May His encouraging words fill our hearts with peace 
and joy He meant us to have when He said, “Let not your hearts be troubled”.  

Have a great weekend! Stay safe, God bless you all. Alleluja!  Fr. Roman Majek, OMI 

 

Spring Burials 

This week we had spring burials for Clement Stamplecoskie and Theresa Yantha.  At this time we also extend 

prayers and condolences to friends and families of Catherine Recoskie who passed away on May 6th.  Her burial 

will be next week.  May their Souls and all the Souls of the Faithful departed Rest in Peace, Amen. 

 

Annual Chicken Supper 2020 cancellation  

You may already know from the media and last week’s message from Fr. Roman that our annual supper is 
cancelled for this year.  There are multiple reasons for the decision with foremost being the safety of everyone 
concerned, our workers and our visitors.  The Chicken Supper Raffle will not occur as well.  The distribution, but 
particularly the collection of the sold tickets would be a huge task.  We thank all the potential donors toward the 
ticket prizes in hopes that we can tap your resources for next year’s raffle.  As a replacement for this annual fund 
raiser, and in lieu of the donation of time, money and materials our parishioners brought forth each year, we would 
have you consider only the green bordered envelope for July 26 in your envelope package. 
  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200425_lettera-mesedimaggio.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200425_lettera-mesedimaggio.html


 

Virtual March For Life 

As you may well appreciate the Annual March for Life that happens in May has been cancelled in it’s 
usual form.  In the past our parishioner, Paul Platt, has organized the bus to this event each year.  Paul brings 
to our attention a different format for the March For Life this year, a format that we can all participate in.  You 
may gain access to the Virtual March For Life on the website  
 

https://marchforlife.ca/ 
 
Paul also makes note of our chance to participate in a petition headed up by the Euthanasia Prevention 

Coalition.  The petition can be found at  

https://www.citizengo.org/en/node/177328?m=5&utm_campaign&tcid=70197661&fb=0&nid=177328 

It is a petition to The Hon. David Lametti - Minister Of  Justice And The Hon. Patty Hajdu - Minister Of 

Health asking that they reject the Euthanasia Bill C-7.  Paul hadn't heard of the petition until recently.  It began 

Feb 27, 2020, but it is still active.  Please sign up and use this forum as a way to stop this inhuman legislation to 

go through. 

 

Appointment of new Diocesan Bishop to Pembroke 

Some of you may already know that Pope Francis has appointed a new Bishop for our Diocese.  A 

biographical sketch of Bishop Desrochers can be found at 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5236:bishop-appointed-for-the-diocese-of-

pembroke&catid=23:media-releases&Itemid=1636 

Following are some correspondences sent to our parish. 

  ----- 

 

My dear faithful of the Diocese of Pembroke, 

It is a great joy for me to extend a warm welcome to His Excellency the Most Reverend Guy Desrochers, C.Ss.R., as the 

newly appointed Bishop of Pembroke.  Bishop Desrochers, a priest of the Redemptorist Province of Sainte-Anne-de-

Beaupré, has been serving as the Auxiliary Bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall. He is well known to many pilgrims who have 

benefited from his ministry at the Shrine of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré. 

The Diocese of Pembroke has been blessed with this gift of a new shepherd. I am thankful to Bishop Desrochers for his 

generous acceptance of this episcopal mission. I ask that you pray in thanksgiving to the Lord for His goodness and that 

you begin praying for the intentions of your new Shepherd and Bishop. 

May the Lord continue to bless the Church of Pembroke in this Easter season. 

With prayers for Bishop Desrochers and for you, my dear people. 

In Christ, 

+Michael Mulhall 

Archbishop of Kingston 

Apostolic Administrator of Pembroke 

  

https://marchforlife.ca/
https://www.citizengo.org/en/node/177328?m=5&utm_campaign&tcid=70197661&fb=0&nid=177328
http://www.cccb.ca/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5236:bishop-appointed-for-the-diocese-of-pembroke&catid=23:media-releases&Itemid=1636
http://www.cccb.ca/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5236:bishop-appointed-for-the-diocese-of-pembroke&catid=23:media-releases&Itemid=1636


 

MESSAGE TO THE CATHOLIC FATHFUL OF PEMBROKE 
 

May 6, 2020 

 

On the feast day of Saint François de Laval, patron saint of the Bishops of Canada, Pope François made public his 

decision to appoint me Bishop of Pembroke.  

 

I gave my "yes" without hesitation and wholeheartedly when the Apostolic Nuncio informed me of the decision taken by 

the Holy See. Having lived more than thirty years in the Redemptorist community, I have learned to trust the decisions 

of my superiors when I am asked to move or take on new challenges. 

 

I had had the opportunity to travel the roads of your beautiful region several times when I was preaching or when I 

celebrated "Evenings with Saint Anne" in several churches to make her known and loved. And these trips have already 

allowed me to meet some priests, religious men and women, and lay people living in this diocese for which I have 

recently been given responsibility. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I know that you have been waiting for a long time for the announcement of the 

appointment of your new Bishop. Being a native of the Gatineau Valley, I can at least reassure you that I will not feel like 

a stranger in your midst. I am looking forward to getting to know you and having the opportunity to fraternize with you 

as time goes by. But above all, I look forward to working with you, hand in hand despite COVID-19, in the great work of 

evangelization that the Lord has entrusted to us, each according to his own vocation and according to the talents and 

riches that he has deposited in each one of us to build up his Church. 

 

The next few weeks will be spent preparing for my insertion into my new diocese. In the near future, I'll give you more 

details about the date of my official installation. Until then, I look forward to meeting you soon and to celebrate 

together, in a modest way no doubt, this joyful and family-friendly event. Receive my blessing † 
 

 
+Guy Desrochers, C.Ss.R. 

Bishop-designate of Pembroke Diocese 

 

 

Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access.  Please make this message 
known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your daily conversations.  You may 
wish to print the attachment for relatives and friends that do not have email access. 

 

 


